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physical, mental, and moral—are common ; there dominate
every kind of vested interest and there also presides the
dark spirit of ignorance. So long as this atmosphere re-
mains corrupted with poisonous exhalations from the rural
slums of India, there can be no hope of gaining normal
health in her political life. Therefore, each and all partners
should realize that " while three-fourths of the Empire are
weak, the fourth part cannot be strong."
But illiterate and poor as the masses are, there is a
clear indication of the spirit of revolt among them. It has
already struck a deep root in some Provinces and is bound
to spread. They may not possess what is known as political
consciousness, but the circumstances of their life and labour
tend to undermine their belief in the Government and they
are becoming infused with a latent discontent. And, to
quote James Russell Lowell, "it is only when the reason-
able and practicable are denied that men demand the
unreasonable and impracticable ; only when the possible
is made difficult that they fancy the impossible to be
easy."
Since the beginning of the No-rent Campaign and other
symptoms of agrarian unrest, the Government have adopted
various measures for the suppression of mass-revolt. With
all the resources of the State, it may not be a difficult task ;
but, what is important to realize, is that the machinery of
Law and Order cannot cope with a spirit of sullen discontent
which prevails among the Indian masses. When a weak
and docile people sink in utter despair, it creates a situation
far more serious than active revolt. As I write, an incident
in Delhi comes to my mind. One evening my attention
was drawn to a pathetic cry of a woman beggar in the
street. Not understanding what she was saying I asked
a friend, who said that she was reciting a little verse which
meant that she came to the threshold of the home of God
for shelter and food but even there bolts were upon His
door. It is this spirit of despair that oscillates between
the impulse to open revolt and the utter submission to

